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9 August 1961

MEMORANDUM FOR: Milithry Representative of the President

SUBJECT: Briefing of IDEALIST Pilots

1. In comnection with the forthcoming IDEALIST mission, 1 am
attaching for your information a copy of a document known internaily as
Operations Policy Letter No. 6. It controls the substance and procedures
used in briefing IDEALIST pilots. :

) 2. An earlier version of this document was in force at the timme of
the ioss of the U-2 aircraft over the USSR on May I, 1960. The whole
subject of pilot briefing was exhaustively reviewed following this incident
by a committes sstablished specifically for this purpose. The comimittes
drew heavily upon the relavant experience of the military in this review.
One member of this committee had personsily interviewed the turncost
prisoners {a Korea and the American crews who were downed by the Com-~
munists during the Korean conflict. The attached Operations Policy Letter
No. 6 was the result of this review precess.

3. [ would particularly call to your attention paragraph 4.c.(4) which
spacifies that the pilot may reveal his CiA civilian affiliation. This provision
has been in force since the inception of the preject and was not changed as a
resuit of the review mentioned above. Our reasoning has been {rowm the
beginning that we should emphasize the civilian iatelligence collection
mission of these flights, sc as to remeve so far a8 possible any howtile
gr military overtones. In the aftermath of the U-2 incident of 1960 we
continue to belisve that this is the proper attribution. ’

S
RICHARD M. BISSELL, Jk.
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